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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment received 8/16/05 has been entered in full. Due to the 
amendment the 1 12 rejections and the prior art rejections have been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 -1 0,21 -24, and 26-27 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior art discloses a three-dimensional measurement method for measuring a distance 
to a plurality of positionson an object by projecting light and receiving light reflected from 
the object, said three-dimensional measurement method comprising: controlling the 
active/inactive timing of the area sensor such that an electric charge photoelectrical^ 
converted by the plurality of photoelectric conversion elements is accumulated with a 
timing synchronously with the light projection wherein changing said active/inactive 
states of the area sensor is performed a plurality of times in one accumulating period of 
the area sensor. Claims 2-5 are dependent on claim 1 , thus are allowable for the same 
reason. Claim 6 is similar to claim 1 in that it discloses that the ON/OFF states of the 
controllers are activated a plurality of time in one accumulating period of the area 
sensor and a processor for eliminating the fluctuating component of the light intensity 
based on the control by use of at least two frame images. Claims 7-9 are dependent on 
claim 6 and thus are allowable for the same reasons. Claims 22, 23, and 26 are similar 
to claims 1 and 6 thus are allowable for the same reasons given for claim 1 . Claims 10, 
21 ,24, and 27 are dependent on allowable claims thus are allowable for the same 
reasons. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Strege whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7457. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between the hours of 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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